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NATURAL HERITAGE VALUES

The South Saskatchewan River and the Saskatchewan Rivers (SaskRivers) were formally nominated as a
Canadian Heritage River in May, 2012. The SaskRivers were nominated primarily based on their cultural
heritage values, although these are closely linked with its natural heritage and recreational values.
This Fact Sheet provides a brief overview of the natural heritage values that were outlined in the nomination document. You’re encouraged to read the full chapter available
on the Partners FOR the Saskatchewan River Basin website at:
www.saskriverbasin.ca click on Heritage Rivers.
If you are aware of any additional natural heritage values not covered in the nomination
document and that warrants special recognition, please contact us via e-mail at:
saskrivers@myaccess.ca.
John Vandall and Ken Lozinsky, Consultants

SaskRivers Natural Heritage
The South Saskatchewan and Saskatchewan Rivers have an outstanding capability to sustain life both human and
wild - plants and animals. It encompasses diverse landscapes and waterscapes ranging from deeply incised river
valleys and narrow reservoirs within the valley walls, to a broad expanse of wetland, the Saskatchewan River
Delta, as the river flows into Manitoba.
Some of the more notable natural features include:
• A clean and reliable water supply for more than 50% of Saskatchewan’s population. The river provides
water to communities on both sides of the river,
from Leader in the southwest to Cumberland House
in the northeast. Saskatoon, Regina, Moose Jaw,
and Humbolt all get their water from the South
Saskatchewan River.
• The SaskRiver flows across the province for 1054km
and across five different ecoregions – the Mixed
Grassland, Moist-Mixed Grassland, Aspen Parkland,
Boreal Transition, and Mid-Boreal Lowland. The
river valleys contain significant remnants of
representative natural vegetation and wildlife that
contrasts to the areas of cultivation on much of the
surrounding uplands.
• It’s a mix of natural and controlled water bodies.
The South Saskatchewan and Saskatchewan Rivers
The natural river valley consists of 3 sections
including:
• The most westerly section extends from the Alberta border to nearly 80km downstream where it flows
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into Lake Diefenbaker. This is just west of Saskatchewan
Landing Provincial Park.
The middle section is downstream of the Gardiner Dam,
past Outlook, Saskatoon, Batoche, and The Forks until
the river meets Codette Lake just north of Melfort.
The last section lies downstream of the E.B. Campbell
Dam and flows into the Saskatchewan River Delta,
the largest freshwater delta in North America and
home of Cumberland House, the oldest community in
Saskatchewan.
The Saskatchewan River Delta
Dr. Norman Smith, University of Nebraska
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The rivers have three reservoirs, Lake Diefenbaker is 225 km long and is formed by the Gardiner and
Qu’Appelle Dams and can fluctuate over 8M per year; Codette Lake, lies just upstream of Nipawin
and the Francis, Finlay Dam, while Tobin Lake, famous for its walleye fishery, is east of Nipawin and
formed by the E.B. Campbell Dam.
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The SaskRivers includes a notable sport fishery focussed on walleye, northern pike, and trout. Lake Sturgeon
spawns at several locations in the Saskatchewan River Delta, as well as below the E.B. Campbell Dam. The
sturgeon are considered at-risk of extinction by the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in
Canada (COSEWIC).
Lake Diefenbaker is significant for supporting the largest population of nesting Piping Plovers in North
America; 3.5 % of the world’s population of Piping Plovers. The Piping Plover is considered an endangered
species by COSEWIC.
The west end of the Lake Diefenbaker, including Galloway Bay, is known for the spectacular number of
migratory waterfowl that visit each fall. There are 11 Migratory Bird Sanctuaries associated with the South
Saskatchewan River sub-basin as a whole.

