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“The care of rivers is not a matter of rivers, but of the human
heart.”
(Tanaka Shozo)*
This statement reaches the core of rationale for Partners FOR the
Saskatchewan River Basin. New approaches and strategies, and an
integrated approach to watershed management are needed to develop a
sense of stewardship for rivers and their basins and to create a collective
will to ensure that our activities in the basin are sustainable.

MISSION STATEMENT
Partners FOR the Saskatchewan River Basin (PFSRB) has a
mission to promote awareness, linkages, stewardship,
knowledge, and respect for the Saskatchewan River Basin
ecosystem and heritage that will encourage sustainable use of the
basin’s natural resources and nurture cultural values.
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PFSRB OVERVIEW
PFSRB was created by the Meewasin Valley Authority in 1993. Since that time,
PFSRB has promoted stewardship and sustainability of the Saskatchewan River Basin,
a watershed stretching over the three Prairie Provinces and a small portion of Montana.
More than 3 million people live within the basin which includes the North Saskatchewan,
Battle, Vermillion, South Saskatchewan, Red Deer, Bow, Oldman, St. Mary,
Saskatchewan and Carrot Rivers.
PFSRB is a non profit, non-governmental organization, with a mission to promote
awareness, linkages, stewardship, knowledge and respect for the Saskatchewan River
Basin ecosystem and heritage that will encourage sustainable use of the basin’s natural
resources and nurture cultural values.
The “FOR” in our name is capitalized to remind everyone that this organization is
directed toward taking action. Every resident of the basin has opportunities and
responsibilities to work FOR the health and sustainability of the river basin that is home
to us, and many other living things. We operate with a board of up to fifteen members
from across the three Prairie Provinces. Each board member is in a position of
influence within his/her sector or field of endeavor. We are the only non-government
agency that has a mandate covering the entire Basin.

WHAT WE DO
Programs and activities undertaken by PFSRB include:
•
•

•
•

Proposals and evaluative reports such as: Source Water Protections
Plans - First Nations, State of the Basin Report, First Nations Water
Initiative.
Educational programs: Stan the Sturgeon (original and updated version),
Water Quality Testing Program, Moopher’s Amazing Journey to the Sea
(English, French and Trilingual editions), Water Watchdog, Click on
Climate, State of the Basin wall map, Caring for our Watersheds, Yellow
Fish Road, Sanitary Sewer System program.
Heritage Rivers Designation.
Fundraising: governments, corporate, foundation grants, memberships.
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES
PFSRB operates on a foundation of guiding principles.
•

ACHIEVING ECOSYSTEM SUSTAINABILITY

The ecosystems found within the Saskatchewan River basin are numerous and diverse,
and linked terrestrially by the river system. The health of neighbouring ecosystems can
affect one another through the rivers of the system. Rivers are recipients and
transporters and agents of change. The river basin provides a framework within which
the health of the basin's ecosystems can be monitored and communicated to its
residents. The essential need is to protect, restore where necessary, and sustain the
health of the basin.
•

ESTABLISHING PARTNERSHIPS

No one level of government, no one sector of economic activity, no one special interest
group will, on its own, be able to sustain the basin. It is a collective responsibility based
on collective action. Partnerships are the vehicle chosen by PFSRB to achieve this
collective approach. Partnerships are based on a common interest and a willingness to
share expertise and limited resources to achieve results impossible to attain individually.
•

BUILDING AWARENESS OF THE SASKATCHEWAN RIVER BASIN

The activities of the PFSRB will focus on encouraging programs directed at the goal of
basin sustainability, fostering demonstration projects and communicating findings and
results to policy makers, media and citizens at large. Related materials will be
developed for both formal and non-formal education systems. PFSRB will not duplicate
or overlap the on-going responsibilities of resource management agencies.
•

APPLYING NEW TECHNOLOGY

The Saskatchewan River Basin is geographically large and diverse. Two hundred years
ago it would have taken weeks, if not months, to communicate between distant points in
the system. Today it can take seconds. PFSRB will access new technologies to share
information, consult and provide educational opportunities.
•

ENHANCING GOOD DECISION MAKING

A sustainable future for the Basin will depend on good decision making. The activities of
the Basin program are directed at improved understanding of the interrelations of the
Basin's resources through education, communications and community action programs.
Through such initiatives, PFSRB will enhance the opportunity and willingness to make
good science based decisions.
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STRENGTHS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

PFSRB is a coordinating body for stewardship across the basin, covering the
whole basin in a holistic nature. We are multijurisdictional in focus.
Our staff has well-established skills in environmental and educational program
development and delivery.
Our position within MVA provides PFSRB with financial and in-kind support,
providing organizational support and stability.
We have the ability to leverage funding.
The Board is composed of representatives from across basin, from different
disciplines, jurisdictions and backgrounds.
We have a proven track record providing environmental, educational materials to
schools and educators. Materials are multi-lingual and diverse.
We have developed working relationships with municipalities (City of Saskatoon),
industry (Nutrien) and schools to develop and deliver educational programs.
PFSRB is nationally recognized for our work; Heritage Rivers and Canada 150.
PFSRB organizes an Annual Water Conference that draws a variety of groups
and individuals, including water management professionals, governments,
industry, indigenous groups, academics, water administrators and the general
public, among others.
We create and distribute Periodic Newsletters.
We are active in the water community (Meewasin Valley Authority Educational
Advisory, CWRA, Saskatchewan Environmental Society, Saskatchewan
Association of Watersheds, South Saskatchewan River Watershed Stewards,
Saskatchewan Chamber of Commerce).

CHALLENGES
Below are some of the challenges faced by PFSRB. They are listed in no particular
order.
•
•
•
•

Reliance on Meewasin for funding and support. This is both a benefit and a
challenge as we are dependent upon another organization.
Membership agreements with municipalities, cities and individuals need to be
renewed and updated. Memberships are declining, resulting in a lack of funding.
It is important to reaffirm to stewardship groups, governments, and communities
exactly what PFSRB does and how we can help them obtain THEIR objectives,
initiatives and programs.
There is an increasing need to play a policy role in the Basin; to provide the
public, governments and industry with the information they require on the issues
relating to the basin and to encourage interprovincial and inter-sectoral
communications, while remaining non-partisan.
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•
•
•

Corporate Funding is needed to ensure that our Core Funding is at a level to
support the staff component necessary to fulfill our mission. An increased effort
in securing core funding and fundraising is necessary.
PFSRB bylaws state that the board can be composed of a maximum of 15 board
members. It is important to recruit additional members from diverse backgrounds
and to maintain the maximum number of members.
Ensure the annual conference remains a cost recovery event.

OPPORTUNITIES
Below are some of the opportunities available to PFSRB. They are listed in no
particular order.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

That we expand and/or update the work completed by the State of the
Saskatchewan River Basin Report, including recommendations to manage
threats and vulnerabilities as listed.
That we increase the number of our Board of Directors to the maximum number
of 15 and maintain that number.
That we provide technical forums outside of the conference (workshops,
networking events, and speaker series) to interested individuals and groups, with
reduced cost to PFSRB members.
That we increase the PFSRB brand and solidify our role with the watershed
groups. We need to promote ourselves.
That we connect more with the public via social media with “one off” events that
grow our presence in the basin.
That we increase the level of our corporate sponsors to cover our core funding
budget. We need to determine what we can offer sponsors in exchange for this
sponsorship.
That we increase our membership in each of the sectors (individual, industry, and
government (provincial and municipal).
That we match staff capacity to the workload and phase in more staff if
necessary as funds are made available.
That we take steps to ensure that the annual conference remains a cost recovery
event, and a signature event. Corporate sponsors need to be more fully
engaged.
Keep developing partnerships, high level relationships, and properly measure
progress.
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Board approved:
Dated: March 24, 2020
*Shōzō Tanaka (1841 to 1913) was a Japanese politician and social activist, and is considered to be
Japan's "first conservationist." He is most well known for advocacy of the rural residents around
Watarase River who were being poisoned by the Ashio Copper Mine.
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