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The Canadian Heritage River System (CHRS)
was established in 1984. It is a national
program involving the federal, provincial (except
Quebec) and territorial governments. Currently
38 rivers are designated across the country.
The only river designated in Saskatchewan is
the Clearwater River. It is also a Provincial
Park. The Churchill River was nominated in the
late 1980ʼs, but has not yet been designated
due largely to lack of local support.
In May, 2012 the South Saskatchewan and
Saskatchewan Rivers (SaskRivers), in
Saskatchewan, were officially nominated by the
Canadian Government as a Canadian Heritage
River based on their cultural values. The
nomination, was supported by 26 individuals
and groups and recommended by the province.
In the fall of 2012, Partners FOR the Saskatchewan River Basin (PFSRB; affiliated with the Meewasin
Valley Authority in Saskatoon) contracted Ken Lozinsky and John Vandall to undertake work that would
lead to the designation of the two rivers. The work requires: 1) the preparation of a management plan/
Legacy Document, and 2) demonstration of public support. A draft Legacy Document was released for
public consultation in July, 2013. Rural and urban municipalities, and First Nations along the two rivers,
as well as provincial NGOʼs, are now being asked to provide a letter of support for the designation. This
has raised a number of questions particularly given the length of the river (>1000km), the number of
municipalities involved and the socio-economic importance of the rivers.
What are the implications of a Canadian Heritage River designation for my municipality?
• The designation is largely commemorative. Itʼs a formal recognition that the rivers are a significant part of
our local, provincial and national heritage. As the 39th river to be designated in Canada it will be the first
within the central prairies. Thirty-six rural municipalities, 6 urban centres, 4 resort villages and 5 First
Nations reserves border on the rivers and can take advantage of the designation.
• The designation is non-regulatory. Water and private lands will continue to be managed and developed as is
the current practice. All levels of government, including municipalities, retain all their jurisdictional powers
and management responsibilities. It does not impact on the rights of private landowners, crown land lessees
or First Nations.
• Increased recreation and tourism opportunities focussing on the riversʼ heritage features are anticipated.
However, further planning and assessment, particularly at the local and regional level is required.
• Municipalities may choose to support the designation, participate in the finalization of the Legacy Document
due May, 2014, and/or request to participate on the Steering Committee overseeing the designation/
implementation of the Legacy Document.
• Municipalities may choose to advance their own plans that link to the designation. Alternatively, following
designation, PFSRB will facilitate recreation, interpretation and tourism planning efforts among municipalities
and provincial organizations, to benefit local residents and create new tourism opportunities for nonresidents.

What are the benefits of a Canadian Heritage River Designation?

(see website Fact Sheet #8)

• Primary benefits are: recognition, perpetuation, education and interpretation of the the riversʼ natural and
cultural heritage values. These include: Cumberland House (est. 1774), the oldest permanent settlement in
western Canada; the use of the rivers as the “highways” of the prairies, particularly during the fur trade era
and early exploration as a route to Canada’s west and north; site of Metis settlement and the 1885 Northwest
Resistance; and the creation of Lake Diefenbaker and other reservoirs to manage water and generate
electricity and provide recreation and tourism opportunities.
• Promote the unique and significant heritage values associated with the rivers.
• Promote the socio-economic value of the rivers to the province. Itʼs one of our greatest provincial resources,
providing freshwater to over 50% of the population and water for irrigation and potash production.
• Promote new water-based recreation and tourism opportunities (e.g. canoeing/boating and events).
These benefits will be realized through the implementation of the Legacy Document/management plan. The
document recommends establishment of PFSRB as the coordinating agency, collection of information,
research and stories associated with use of the river, further engagement of youth, seniors, elders and
communities, including an annual “river gathering”, the development of a comprehensive website, creation of
river and auto-tour guides, and enhanced protection of the Saskatchewan River Delta/Cumberland House
area. In June 2016, Saskatoon will host the next Canadian Rivers Heritage Conference. This is an opportunity
to showcase the designation of SaskRivers as a Canadian Heritage River.
What are the next steps?
• Consultants to complete the final Legacy Document including review by the PFSRB Steering Committee and
the national CHRS Technical Committee. Target date is May, 2014.
• Consultants and PFSRB continue to solicit Letters of Support from municipalities, First Nations and NGOʼs.
• PFSRB to submit the final Legacy Document and Letters of Support to the provincial government which will
recommend the formal designation to the national CHRS Board and Government of Canada. Target date is
September, 2014.
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