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What Opportunities and Benefits 
Follow from a Canadian Heritage River Designation?    

 A  Canadian Heritage River (CHR) means the following:
• Being part of a national river conservation program; it promotes, protects and enhances 

Canada`s river heritage and ensures Canada`s “leading” rivers are sustainably managed;
• Provides the river with a special title; while largely commemorative, a CHR designation for 

a river places it in an "elite club";
• Official recognition of a river`s values, including recreation, whether it has been nominated/

designated for natural or cultural heritage values;
• Promotion of a river`s natural, cultural heritage and recreation values on a national scale;
• It’s a catalyst for all levels of government, communities, individuals, First Nations and Métis 

people to protect their river and ensure that the river remains an important part of their lives  
into the future.

• Each year the CHR System Secretariat publishes an annual report on the system and on 
all designated rivers. Designated rivers undergo in-depth reviews every ten years to ensure 
that no major changes have occurred which may impact on a river`s (natural and cultural ) 
heritage values.

It is important to note two key limitations of a CHR designation: 
• It does not have an impact on any group or individual rights or responsibilities.  Further, it 

does not affect private land ownership or land use, and it does not impact on First Nations 
or Métis rights;

• It is not a legal designation, and new legislation is not required.  All protective actions on 
CHRivers depend on existing laws and regulations.  All levels of government retain their 
jurisdictional powers and management responsibilities over a river and its adjacent lands.  



The following are some of the benefits which can arise from a CHR designation:
•  Preparation of a management plan for the river and it`s adjacent lands along with a 

monitoring plan; generally the plan is for a 10 year timeframe.  The 
management plan is prepared as part of the designation process.  It 
provides an opportunity to coordinate protection, education and 
development efforts among the private, public and NGO sectors 
and enhanced information for development reviews;

•  Preservation and promotion of a river`s proud history; it could also 
help to ensure that ancient Aboriginal sites and key elements of the 
cultural landscape - including historic features, settlements, and 
land uses,  are respected, conserved and/or protected;

• Environmental protection can be focused and a managing agency 
which is named to oversee implementation of the management plan 
can work with the relevant government agencies to ensure monitoring of the 
river ecosystem, water quality and quantity;

• Encourage and coordinate new opportunities for tourism and outdoor recreation.  For 
example this can include facilities to improve access and shorefront to accommodate use 
and promote events and festivals affiliated with the river, its resources and bring visitors to 
an area;  The events can focus on the environment - e.g. birding festival, resources use - 
e.g. fishing derbies or cultural events - e.g. art shows and theatre.   

• Provides an opportunity to enhance business opportunities compatible with the heritage 
values of a river (e.g. river cruises, outfitting, guiding, interpretation, boat rental, etc);

• Provide educational opportunities and teach people about the significant history of the 
rivers (e.g. starting with Aboriginal use of the rivers which was their "highway " and an 
important source of food, shelter and spirituality; continuing with the fur trade era and Métis 
use and habitation, European settlement including use of paddle-wheelers and establishing 
communities/farms/ranches along the rivers; ferry and bridge crossings);

• Helps to build public pride in "our river" especially among those people whose lives are 
affected by the river (SaskRivers with its two rivers and three lakes/reservoirs provide 
potable water to over 50 % of Saskatchewan`s residents, as well as water for potash 
solution mining , hydro-electricity, irrigation etc);

• Provides for community residents to cooperatively manage a portion of the river which 
either flows through their respective area or is adjacent to their community;

• Provides an opportunity to bring people together to talk about the river and discuss how 
they can work together on projects which are of benefit to the river and their community 
(e.g. annual River Gathering or Rendezvous);
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