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Lake Winnipeg: Where Waters Meet
PFSRB is pleased to announce that our annual conference will be held in Gimli,
Manitoba September 30, October 1 & 2, 2019, at the Lakeview Gimli Resort, on the
shores of Lake Winnipeg. The conference is the premier opportunity for partners
working across the entire Lake Winnipeg Basin to gather to discuss collaborative
efforts to improve watershed health.

Our Mission: Promoting
watershed sustainability through
awareness, linkages and
stewardship.

Our 2019 conference, Lake Winnipeg: Where Waters Meet, provides an opportunity
to examine and strengthen the partnerships that are already in place among the various
watershed groups across the Prairie Provinces. It also presents the opportunity to
grow additional partnerships, and increase collaborative efforts for the benefit of
Lake Winnipeg and its watershed. Your participation in the conference reaffirms
that watershed health is important, providing engagement opportunities to learn best
practices from a variety of stakeholders including Indigenous groups, the original
caretakers of the land and water.

Gimli is located in the Lake Winnipeg Basin, a vast watershed spanning 953,000 km2, four Canadian provinces,
and three US states. The Lake Winnipeg Basin is also made up of five smaller
basins - Saskatchewan River, Assiniboine River, Lake Winnipeg, Red River and
Winnipeg River, all with drainage occurring either directly or indirectly into Lake
Winnipeg. Improving point source and non-point source control of nutrient loading
into Lake Winnipeg hinges on successful collaborative efforts across the entire Lake
Winnipeg basin.
For more information on the conference and to register, please go to the conference
website: www.wherewatersmeet2019.com, or contact us at:
partners@saskriverbasin.ca
Photo courtesy Global News

Fred Heal Graduate Award for the Saskatchewan River Basin
PFSRB is pleased to announce that the 2018 recipient of the Fred Heal Graduate Award is Mohammad Wajih Alam.
This award is open to students entering their first or second year of study in a Master's or Doctoral degree program in the
Department of Civil, Geological and Environmental Engineering and who are conducting research with a focus on water
quality and water management in the Saskatchewan River Basin.
Selection of recipients is based on the benefit of the research proposal (a 500-word application outlining the direction of the
research project must be submitted) and academic achievement (a minimum academic average of 75% on core courses) as
determined by the Awards Committee.
Selection is based on recommendation by the Chair of the Environmental Engineering Division in consultation with the
Dean, College of Graduate Studies and Research.
The award is offered in memory of Dr. Frederick A. Heal, B.A. 1965 and B.Ed. 1965.

A New Invader in the South Saskatchewan River: Flowering Rush
A new invader is moving into Saskatchewan along the South Saskatchewan River. This is not a killer
fish or a clog-forming mussel, but an invasive aquatic plant that can have significant environmental and
societal impacts to Saskatchewan’s waterways.
Flowering Rush is a non-native, ornamental, aquatic plant species that has escaped home water gardens
and has moved into natural water systems across North America. In Saskatchewan, one known population
has been detected and controlled for the past decade by the Native Plant Society of Saskatchewan near
Watrous. However, in 2017, several plants were found along the South Saskatchewan River at the
Alberta border.
Flowering Rush is classified as prohibited under the Weed Act of Saskatchewan. It can cause a reduction
in water availability for drinking water intakes, inhibit recreational activities, impeded distribution of
irrigation water, impact biodiversity of wetlands for wildlife, and can impact fish habitat. It will establish
in a river channel and move into tributaries and irrigation canals. It spreads by rhizomes and pieces of
rhizomes that break off and float downstream plus by bulbets and seed.
In 2017, the Alberta Invasive Species Council conducted a survey upstream of the
Alberta / Saskatchewan Border and discovered thousands of established populations.
Surveyors noted that Flowering Rush had established on the Saskatchewan side of the
border. SaskEnergy provided funding to the South Saskatchewan River Watershed
Stewards (SSRWSI) to conduct a survey of the South Saskatchewan River from the
Alberta border to Highway 21 south of Leader to map the extent of Flowering Rush
invasion into Saskatchewan. Volunteers from Meewasin Valley Authority, Swift
Current Creek and Moose Jaw Creek Watershed Stewards, Native Plant Society
of Saskatchewan and the Ministries of Agriculture and Environment assisted the
SSRWSI in conducting this survey. August 15th and 16th 2018 they took to canoes to survey for the plant. The canoers started
from the old railway bridge west of Estuary Ferry which is approximately where the AISC ended their survey. They headed east
making it to the Hwy 21 bridge on the first day detecting over 75 plants. On day two the crew made it to the Lemsford Ferry
crossing finding only a few more plants.
The information collected was provided to the Saskatchewan Conservation
Data Center’s iMapInvasives provincial invasive species database and
Meewasin Valley staff created a map of the Flowering Rush occurrences on the
Saskatchewan side of the border. The SSRWSI will continue to raise awareness
of the Flowering rush issue particularly in the west area of the watershed.
Early detection and rapid response is needed to stem the spread of Flowering
Rush in the South Saskatchewan River watershed. Mapping the current extent
is the first step in this process. There are limited control options for Flowering
Rush and under the Saskatchewan Weed Act, it must be eradicated. The
information that was collected will be used to develop a management strategy
for its control and eradication along the South Saskatchewan River.
Article courtesy Renny Grilz, Meewasin Valley Authority and Kerry Lowndes, South Saskatchewan River Watershed Stewards

PFSRB Annual General Meeting
The next Annual General Meeting for PFSRB will be June 26, 2019. The meeting will be
held in the boardroom at Meewasin Valley Authority, 402 Third Avenue South, Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan, starting at 12:00 pm Saskatoon time. Everyone is welcome to attend.

Blue Green Algae Symptom of Bigger Issue
Summers in Saskatchewan are best enjoyed by the water. But when our lakes turn green with algae, holiday plans are
cancelled in a hurry—and the health of our environment suffers. The toxic
algae is a symptom of a bigger environmental issue. It’s time to get serious
about wetland protection in our province.
While some lakes can be naturally green with algae, nutrient pollution
is increasing the frequency and severity of algal blooms. In addition to
impacting recreational activities, blue green algae can be deadly if ingested
by young children, pets and livestock. It also affects aquatic food chains,
resulting in mass ecosystem dysfunction and fish die offs. It disturbs
spawning, reduces water supplies, and increases water treatment costs. The
impacts are significant.
So, how do wetlands help?
Wetlands filter and absorb contaminants and excess nutrients before they reach our rivers and lakes. Unfortunately, many
of these natural water filters in Saskatchewan have been lost. When a wetland is drained, it increases the amount of water
flowing off the land, carrying excess nutrients and sediment which contribute to decreasing water quality.
Clean lakes and rivers start with healthy wetlands. The first step is to protect
these important ecosystems by stopping wetland drainage, and ensuring there
is adequate mitigation measures in place when drainage is necessary. Hot dry
weather promotes algae blooms, but we cannot control the weather. We can
control how we manage our water on the land. It’s critical that our provincial
government gets on with the business of protecting wetlands. Wetlands are
our first line of defense against water quality deterioration and maintaining
healthy fisheries. They are ecological powerhouses worthy of protection.
Article and photos courtesy Ducks Unlimited Canada

Flood outlook: Manitoba
The Manitoba government's spring flood outlook predicts flood levels at or "marginally above" 2009 levels, which was the
second highest flooding year that the province has seen. The most severe flooding year was the 1997 flood of the century,
which caused over $500 million in damages within the province.
As of March 27 the flood outlook reports that the Red River at both Ste. Agathe and Emerson currently have forecast flow
probabilities that are higher than 2009 and 2011 amounts, and the James Avenue Gauging Station reports that water levels
could reach 20.5 feet if the weather is unfavourable, which is lower than the 2009 peak of 22.5 feet. Additionally, there is high
risk of moderate flooding for the Assiniboine and Souris Rivers, and potential impacts include flooding of low-lying areas
and agricultural lands.
Major lakes as well as Interlake and Whiteshell Lake areas are predicted to see a low risk of flooding, while northern Manitoba
is seeing a moderate risk of overland flooding along Saskatchewan and Carrot Rivers.
Factors that can determine an area's risk of flooding include: the shape of the local terrain, soil types, amount of water
entering the system, snow melt, and precipitation.
The Weather Network March 28, 2019

Canada’s first wildlife sanctuary was established in 1906 at Elk
Island National Park, just east of Edmonton, Alberta. Here bison
roam freely, after being brought back from near extinction. Elk
Island is an important refuge for bison, elk and more than 250
species of birds. Come check it out!
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Event Listings
Blue Cities
Canadian Water Network
May 7 - 8, 2019
bluecities.ca

Toronto, ON

Action on Climate Change Through Education
EECOM 2019 Conference
May 10 - 12, 2019
www.eecom.org/eecom-2019

Saskatoon, SK

ICEWW 2019
21st International Conference on Environment, Water and Wetlands
May 23 - 24, 2019
https://waset.org/conference/2019/05/montreal/ICEWW

Montreal, Quebec

CWRA 2019 Water Week at Blue
Shared Water, Competing Ethics: Collaboration in Water Management
May 26 - 31, 2019
www.watersummit.ca

Collingwood, ON

IWA Young Water Professionals Conference
International Water Association
June 23 - 27, 2019
http://iwa-youngwaterprofessionals.org

Toronto, ON

Lake Winnipeg: Where Waters Meet
Partners FOR the Saskatchewan River Basin
September 30, October 1 - 2, 2019
www.wherewatersmeet2019.com

Gimli, MB

If you have an event you would like to include under our listings, please email us at partners@saskriverbasin.ca.
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