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Every River has a Story...What is Yours?
Partners FOR the Saskatchewan River Basin, Saskatchewan Parks, Cutlure and
Sport and the Canadian Heritage Rivers System would like to remind everyone
about our upcoming conference: “Every River Has a Story…What is Yours?” The
conference runs from Sunday October 16 to Wednesday October 19, 2016 and will
be held in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan at the Delta Bessborough Hotel.

Our Mission: Promoting
watershed sustainability through
awareness, linkages and
stewardship.

This conference presents a great opportunity to tell the myriad stories of our rivers,
their associated tributaries and water bodies. It will focus on how these aquatic
systems have shaped our culture, history, science and everyday lives along with
our collective Canadian identity across the country. This conference provides
the opportunity to showcase and weave these disciplines and craft a collective
narrative about the importance of our rivers and their heritage. The conference will
bring together attendees from across Canada in various water related sectors and
disciplines.

We have confirmed a number of high level keynote speakers throughout the
conference. Featured keynotes are Andrea Menard, a well renowned Métis jazz artist with prairie roots; Trevor
Herriot, a local prairie naturalist and writer; Maude Barlow, a renowned author on water related issues, the
national chairperson of the Council of Canadians and a holder of 12 honorary doctorates; and Danika Littlechild,
a lawyer with expertise in governance, Indigenous legal systems and environmental and international law from
the Ermineskin Cree Nation in Treaty 6 Territory in Alberta. In 2014, Danika Littlechild was appointed VicePresident of the Canadian Commission for UNESCO.
As part of the PFSRB conference, the Prairie Steamship Heritage Association is hosting its charter symposium
October 16, 2016 aboard the Prairie Lily, Saskatoon’s very own riverboat! Cruising through the heart of
Saskatoon on the South Saskatchewan River you will see the natural beauty of the Meewasin River Valley, the
friendliness of our downtown, the vibrancy of River Landing and the personality of our living river. The three
hour symposium includes a one and a half hour tour along the South Saskatchewan River and catered supper.
The symposium will present a review of the use of Canadian prairie rivers for steam-powered navigation during
the settlement period, then beyond through the cessation of cargo and passenger transport on the rivers with
the advent of the railways. The symposium will also consider the present “re-focus” on rivers as reflected by
increased environmental awareness and the growth of river-based recreation. Symposium presentations will
include stories arising from archaeology, history and socio-economic studies. The cost for the symposium and
tour is $87.50 (including all taxes). The cost includes supper on the riverboat. Beverages are extra. Space
aboard the Prairie Lily is limited to 40 participants, so register early to avoid disappointment!
In addition to the conference itself, there are a number of special events taking place. There are several
walking tours that participants can register for on Monday evening, including a ghost tour of Old Nutana, an
environmental tour at the North East Swale, and a trip to Wanuskewin Heritage Park. Wednesday afternoon
a bus tour to Batoche National Park has been scheduled. These extra events require participants to register in
advance and most are either free or require a nominal cost. Pre registration is required as space will be limited.
Registration forms for both the conference and the symposium can be found online at the conference website:
www.skriverstory.com. You can register online, or download the forms and use either email, fax or mail.

Wild Parsnip Dangers
The Saskatchewan Invasive Species Council has listed the
appearance of wild parsnip in Saskatchewan as a serious
environmental problem. Wild parsnip is one of those plants that
it is best to avoid. While it sounds like an innocent vegetable, it's
actually an invasive weed with some rather nasty properties. Wild
parsnip has spread across the province, with the worst area located
between Saskatoon and Prince Albert in the Duck Lake area. Wild
parsnip is also becoming a problem across Canada.
If you gently rub against the plant, the effects are similar to poison
ivy. If you try to pull it, you could suffer ill health effects for up
to the next three years, according to Chet Neufeld, Chair of the Saskatchewan Invasive Species Council and Treasurer of
the Canadian Council on Invasive Species. Symptoms are similar to a third-degree burn, with oozing, open sores, and
blistering of the skin. These symptoms can reappear any time your skin is exposed to sun for up to three years. If you got
the oil from the plant on your hands and rubbed your eyes, it would feel like pepper spray and could cause temporary
blindness.
The toxins in the plant's sap can create what is known as phytophotodermatitis - basically an extreme sensitivity to sunlight.
The effects of the toxins are not felt immediately, but once activated by ultra violet rays, they can damage skin cells and
cause lesions that look similar to burns.
Wild parsnip is a danger to livestock and pets as well. Animal skin reacts to the plant the same as that of humans. If
livestock grazes on the plant, their weight gain and fertility are reduced.
This plant is also harmful to the environment, because it's aggressive and displaces beneficial plants. When that happens,
animals avoid the area.
For information on wild parsnip and other invasive species, please go to the Saskatchewan Invasive Species Council
webpage: http://www.saskinvasives.ca/index.php?id=14.

Portland Generates Electricity From Turbines Installed In City Water Pipes
Portland, Oregon’s largest city, has partnered with a company called Lucid Energy to generate clean electricity from the
water already flowing under its streets and through its pipes. Portland has replaced a section of its existing water supply
network with pipes containing four forty-two inch turbines. As water flows through the pipes, the turbines spin and power
attached generators, which then feed energy back into the city’s electrical grid.
Lucid Energy’s system isn’t affected by the sort of external conditions upon which other renewable energy sources–like
solar and wind power– are reliant. Nor does the technology, completely encased within a pipe, have adverse effects on a
surrounding environmental ecosystem. And while the capital cost is similar to solar and wind per installed kilowatt, the
turbines produce electricity three to four times more cheaply because water flows around the clock and at a constant rate.
To be cost and energy effective, Portland’s new power generators was installed in pipes where water flows downhill without
pumping, as the energy required to pump water would negate the subsequent energy gleaned. The system does more than
simply provide electricity: it can monitor the overall condition of a city’s water supply network and assess the drinking
quality of the water flowing through it. The installation is expected to generate $2,000,000 worth of renewable energy
capacity over twenty years, based on an average of 1,100 megawatt hours of energy per year, enough electricity to power up
to 150 homes.
The project is possible to scale – a city could theoretically have hundreds of the turbines throughout its pipe system. For a
big city, using Lucid’s pipe system throughout its water infrastructure could reduce the cost of delivering water by 20% to
30%. However, the technology may not be cost effective on a large scale unless a city was replacing or installing new water
infrastructure.

For more information, please got to: http://www.good.is/articles/portland-pipeline-water-turbine-power.

Why Do Mosquitoes Bite Some People More Than Others
There is nothing more unfair than the seemingly randomness of mosquito bites. Out of ten people sitting around the same
campfire, you could end up being the only one covered with bites.
Smithsonian.com reports that one in five people are unfortunate enough to get devoured by mosquitoes on a regular basis.
With the prevalence of diseases like the Zika virus spreading at an alarming rate, mosquito bites are more than just matter
of annoyance but of safety as well. Therefore, it is important to arm yourself with all the information available on why you
might be more likely to get bitten than the next person, and perhaps what you can do to prevent it.
First, know your blood type. A study published in the Journal of Medical Entomology found that
people with blood Type O are almost twice as likely to get bitten as people with blood Type A. Those
people with blood Type B averaged somewhere between the two. Since you can not swap out your
blood for something less mosquito-enticing, knowing your blood type might motivate you to cover up
and lather on the insect repellent next time you go for a stroll at twilight.
In addition to certain blood types leaving you predisposed, being large can attract mosquitoes as well.
This is related to the amount of insect-inviting carbon dioxide you release through your breath—the
bigger you are, the more CO2 you exhale. Perhaps avoiding mosquitoes might inspire us to hit the gym?
Talking about the gym, watch out for mosquitoes if you have just worked up a sweat. Mosquitoes are attracted to the lactic
acid, uric acid, and ammonia released through our sweat—not to mention the resulting higher body temperatures—so make
sure to cool down and towel off before you venture back outside.
And what is the most disappointing way (for some people anyway) to ward off mosquitoes? Just put
down your beer. According to a study published by the American Mosquito Control Association, all
it takes is twelve ounces of beer to make you more appealing to mosquitoes. Researchers are not sure
of the reasoning behind this, but if you’re looking to stay bite-free, consider opting for sparking water
instead.
For a list of mosquito attractors and ways to reduce your chances of being bitten, please go to Smithsonian.com.

Green City, Clean Waters
Paint on a green roof here. Add a rain garden there. Water-saving techniques have been around for years, but it can be tough
to show how such building modifications can pay off for owners.
That’s why the Philadelphia Water Department (PWD) released Credits Explorer, an app that invites users to add, virtually,
green storm water infrastructure to their properties. In addition to green roofs and rain gardens, users can experiment with
permeable pavement, underground basins, and other tools made of plants, soil, and stone that absorb storm water instead
of letting it run off into the quickly overworked sewer system. Credits Explorer then calculates how much property owners
will save on their monthly Storm Water Management Service charge, a utility fee applied to all non-residential properties in
Philadelphia to recover the cost of storm water management. The app is part of the city’s 25-year, $2.5 billion Green City,
Clean Waters plan to manage storm water and protect watersheds.
Property owners who install green storm water management tools, which not only reduce runoff but often also create
habitats for animals, provide a cooling effect and can be very attractive, are eligible for credits that can reduce the fee by up
to 80 percent. All new construction and infill development in the city must adhere to storm water regulations and is eligible
for credits. Owners of existing commercial properties can retrofit to be eligible for savings. Only commercial, industrial or
residential properties with more than four units are eligible for storm water credits. The fee is based upon the total area of a
property compared to its impermeable area, roofs, sidewalks and other surfaces that don’t absorb rainwater.
Credits Explorer makes green infrastructure accessible; PWD is making it affordable by offering a variety of grants to cover
the cost of retrofitting properties with green water infrastructure. For more information, please go to Green City, Clean
Waters (https://nextcity.org/daily/entry/philly-stormwater-management-app-green-roofs?platform=hootsuite).

Alberta's Draft Woodland Caribou Range Plan Released
July 2016, the Alberta government released its draft woodland caribou range plans for the Little Smoky and A La Peche
herds north of Jasper. Among other things, the draft plan calls for all legacy seismic lines — corridors cut through the forest
during oil and gas exploration — in the range to be restored in the next five years to help reduce the prevalence of predators
in caribou rich habitats.
To read the entire report, please go to: http://www.pembina.org/blog/pulling-pieces-together-how-conservation-offsets-canhelp-restore-alberta-s-caribou-habitat.

Riding Mountain National Park, on the Manitoba Escarpment,
established in 1929, was Manitoba's only national park until 1996
when Wapusk National Park near Churchill was established. Manitoba
has 86 provincial parks, the most commonly used are the natural and
recreational parks. Two of these parks are Whiteshell Provincial
Park in the east and Duck Mountain in the west. The province's first
wilderness park, Atikaki, opened in 1985.
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Conference Listings
Western Canada Water 2016 Annual Conference
Honouring the Full Circle
October 4 - 7, 2016
http://wcw16.wcwwa.ca/

Calgary, Alberta

Partners FOR the Saskatchewan River Basin
Every River has a Story...What is Yours?
October 16-19, 2016
www.skriverstory.com

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

Saskatchewan Water and Wastewater Association
November 2 - 4, 2016
https://www.swwa.ca/

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

The National Water and Wastewater Conference
One Water in Canada
November 13 - 16, 2016
http://www.nwwc2016.ca/

Toronto, Ontario

Manitoba Waste Water Association Annual Conference & Trade Show
January 29 - February 1, 2017
http://www.mwwa.net/events.php

Portage la Prairie, Manitoba

If you have an event you would like to include under our listings, please email us at partners@saskriverbasin.ca.
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