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The Dammed Rivers! Conference
October 1 - 3, 2018
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
Early Bird Deadline August 31, 2018
Partners FOR the Saskatchewan River Basin and the Canadian Water Resources
Association, Saskatchewan Branch, are pleased to announce that our annual
conference will be held in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, October 1 to 3, 2018 at the
Park Town Hotel. The theme for this year’s conference is “The Dammed Rivers!”
Our Mission: Promoting
watershed sustainability through
awareness, linkages and
stewardship.

A multitude of dams are found along our rivers throughout the Prairie Provinces
– rivers both large and small. Dams are constructed for a variety of reasons – to
create reservoirs to use for electrical generation, water use and recreation, dams
to create wetland areas for waterfowl and wildlife, and dams to control water
drainage.

These dams change the landscape in many ways, altering stream flows, creating lakes, and creating wetlands.
All construction affects the landscape in some way and therefore the way that we humans interact with our
surroundings.
We have a great lineup of speakers confirmed for the conference, speaking on a variety of topics related to the
existence of dams. General themes for the conference include: the History of Dams and Projects in the Prairie
Provinces; Cultural/Social Considerations; Environmental Aspects; and the Status of Projects and Future Plans.
The Early Bird Registration deadline for The Dammed Rivers! Conference is rapidly approaching. Register
early AND book your accommodations BEFORE August 31 to take advantage of savings! The conference
hotel is the Park Town Hotel. Please call the hotel directly at 1-800-667-3999 to book your room, informing the
registration staff that you are attending our conference to take advantage of the conference rate.
Please go to the conference website: www.dammedrivers.com for more information and to register, or call 306665-6887 to speak with us directly.
We hope to see you there!

The world’s longest beaver dam is in Wood Buffalo National
Park and measures 850 metres (or 2,790 feet) long. The
enormity of the dam was not noticed until someone spotted it on
Google Earth in 2007, but apparently a number of generations
of beavers have worked on the dam since 1975. The dam beat
the previous record set by one in Three Forks, Montana, which
was 652 metres (or 2,140 feet) long. That is some dam!

Moopher's
Amazing
Facts

Prussian Carp Invasion
Prussian Carp are an invasive fish species now found in Alberta and Saskatchewan rivers, lakes and ponds. These fish
originate in Europe or Asia but it is not known how they arrived in North America. Prussian Carp can be pets and scientists
believe that it is possible that the fish got into Canada after someone released their pet into a local water body. These fish
were first documented in Alberta in 2000 and in Saskatchewan in 2006.
These fish strongly resemble goldfish, however instead of being gold they are silver in colour and they can grow as long
as 30 cm. Individuals can also live up to 10 years. Prussian Carp dominate and choke out native species of fish in several
ways. They can survive extreme environmental conditions, such as low oxygen levels or high amounts of algae.
Additionally, the invasive species are predominantly female. This is because these fish are able to clone themselves,
rendering male Prussian Carp unnecessary for reproduction. Carp can reproduce through a process called gynogenesis,
making each individual fish a carbon copy. This process requires the use of sperm from related species found floating
around in rivers and lakes. The females lay their eggs and take the sperm from another species to fertilize their eggs, but the
other species does not actually contribute any genetic material. This process allows the carp to reproduce in huge numbers.
This process can also be detrimental to native species since the carp is taking the sperm that might otherwise be used to
fertilize their own species.
Currently, there are no established eradication efforts in place other than
recreational fishing and capture. Alberta Environment and Sustainable Resource
Development suggest that if you catch a Prussian Carp that you kill it on site and
then either take them home to eat or properly dispose of the carcass away from
any body of water. In Saskatchewan, it is suggested that people notify the Ministry
of Environment about where the fish was caught and then discard the fish. Do not
release it back into the water.

Yellow Fish RoadTM and World Rivers Day
World Rivers Day is Sunday, September 23. In 2005, the United Nations launched the Water for Life Decade
to help create a greater awareness of the need to better care for our water resources. Following this, the
establishment of World Rivers Day was in response to a proposal initiated by internationally renowned river
advocate, Mark Angelo, and has been focused on the importance of freshwater and the need for its sustainable
management. Water is essential to all living things. What would life be like without clean, clear water? Try to
imagine a 'normal' day if when you turned on a tap, dirty smelly water trickled out or no water at all!
Canada has one fifth of the world’s freshwater supply, however only about 7% of this water is ‘renewable’. The
rest of the water is fossil water – retained in lakes, underground aquifers and glaciers. Since we have so much
water available, we tend to take it for granted. We must remember that water is our most precious resource and
this resource is finite. When it is gone, it is gone.
What’s the problem? Unwanted household products discarded in storm drains flow directly into our river
untreated. These harmful products include used motor oil, pesticides, herbicides, gasoline, antifreeze, paint
thinner, paints, pet waste, cigarette filters and other common household products. These products do not go
through the sewage plants and they endanger fish and other aquatic
wildlife.
One way you can celebrate World Rivers Day is by participating in the
Yellow Fish RoadTM program ! Pick a date and paint storm drains at your
school or in your neighbourhood with yellow fish and the words "RAIN
ONLY”! This helps to remind citizens that what goes down our storm
drains impacts our rivers.
To learn more, please go to the Partners FOR the Saskatchewan River
Basin website: www.saskriverbasin.ca, or call 306-665-6887.

Wetlands and Climate Change
Climate change is part of our new reality. Carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gas emissions contribute to more frequent
and extreme weather events across our province. These weather events are devastating and result in billions of dollars in
property damages, reduced crop yields, and increased nutrient runoff that pollutes our lakes and rivers.
Over the past several months there have been discussions on Saskatchewan Natural Systems, commercial forest and the
cattle sector and the amount of carbon they sequester, the increased acreage of pulse crops and the carbon sequestration in
agricultural soils through reduced tillage – all good points to discuss. What has been omitted from any discussion is the role
that prairie wetlands play in our climate change strategy, the amount of carbon they sequester in Saskatchewan, or that they
are a significant source of emissions when they are converted to cropland. Prairie wetlands, or sloughs, should be key player
in the climate change discussion.
Wetlands are optimum natural environments for sequestering and storing carbon from the atmosphere. Saskatchewan’s
remaining wetlands store approximately 1.3 million tonnes of carbon, the equivalent of seven times the total carbon
emissions of all vehicles in Canada. Draining as little as 15 acres of wetlands can release the same amount of greenhouse
gas equivalent as the carbon sequestered in one year from no-till farming almost 5,000 acres. Wetlands also store nitrous
oxide, a strong greenhouse gas.
Each year approximately 10,000
acres of wetlands are converted
to cropland, releasing almost the
equivalent amount of carbon that
is captured by the SaskPower
Boundary Dam Carbon Capture
and Storage Project. Solutions
to climate change are complex,
but one of the simplest and most
cost-effective actions we can take
is to work with nature. Protecting
the remaining wetlands and
native areas in Saskatchewan
provide green infrastructure and
need to be a key component of
Saskatchewan’s Climate Change
Strategy.
Article Courtesy Ducks Unlimited Canada
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BioBeds
The South Saskatchewan River Watershed Stewards are excited to be building a biobed with the Meewasin Valley
Authority. With the support of an environmental grant through the City of Saskatoon, a biobed will be built for use by the
Meewasin Valley Authority and city staff.
What is a biobed? It is a mixture of soil, compost and straw that absorbs and degrades pesticide rinsate by providing an
ideal habitat for microbes that break down the pesticides. This reduces the environmental impact of cleaning locations.
They can be as elaborate or as simple as you like, with a variety of options depending on your budget and construction
preferences.
Currently biobeds are being used by Environment Canada, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, Rural Municipalities and
chemical companies.
Research conducted by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) demonstrates that a biobed system has the potential to
provide effective management of sprayer rinsate. AAFC data from pilot sites show the biobeds are operating well and are
removing more than 95% of the pesticides from the rinsate. If the rinsate is run through a series of two beds, up to 100% of
the pesticide is removed. An operation/maintenance manual will be available soon. For more information, please contact the
South Saskatchewan River Watershed Stewards at: www.southsaskriverstewards.ca.

Manitoba's Sustainable Watershed Act
Manitoba’s legislative assembly passed the Sustainable Watershed Act June 1, 2018. The new law — combined
with the Climate and Green Plan and watershed-based planning – is expected to play an important part in
environmental protection in this province, and is expected to make Manitoba a leader in wetland protection.
Scott Stephens, Ducks Unlimited Canada’s Director of Regional Operations for the Prairies, has stated that
“Passage of this bill would be a win for all Manitobans. Wetlands reduce flooding, improve water quality and
enhance biodiversity throughout Manitoba.”
Research shows that up to 70 per cent of wetlands in Manitoba’s farmlands have been lost or degraded. Within the
last four to six decades, more than 100,000 hectares (an area more than twice the size of Winnipeg) were lost in
southwestern Manitoba alone. The province continues to lose an average of 3.6 hectares (nine acres), or 4.5 CFL
football fields, per day.
Currently, Saskatchewan lacks a comprehensive, balanced and enforced wetland policy, which should be the
road map for other policy development. Saskatchewan is currently working on several important policy pieces;
climate change policy, game management strategies, fish and wildlife mitigation policies; all of which would be
strengthened by a well-defined overall wetland policy.
Article courtesy Ducks Unlimited Canada

Conference Listings
Western Canada Water 2018 Annual Conference
September 18 - 21, 2018
www.wcw18.wcwwa.ca
The Dammed Rivers!
Partners FOR the Saskatchewan River Basin
October 1 - 3, 2018
www.dammedrivers.com

Winnipeg, MB

Saskatoon, SK

National Water & Wastewater Conference 2018
November 4 - 7, 2018
www.nwwc2018.ca

Montreal, Quebec

IWA Young Water Professionals Conference
International Water Association
June 24, 2019
http://iwa-youngwaterprofessionals.org

Toronto, Ont

ICEWW 2019
21st International Conference on Environment, Water and Wetlands
May 23 - 24, 2019
https://waset.org/conference/2019/05/montreal/ICEWW

Montreal, Quebec

If you have an event you would like to include under our listings, please email us at partners@saskriverbasin.ca.
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