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Manitoba's Sustainable Watersheds Act
News Release Manitoba Government
The Manitoba government has introduced new proposed legislation aimed at
strengthening watershed management in the province through measures that would
include protecting wetlands, improving approval processes and enforcement for
drainage projects, and modernizing the conservation districts program, Sustainable
Development Minister Rochelle Squires and Agriculture Minister Ralph Eichler
announced November 30, 2017.
“Our government’s comprehensive strategy on watershed management marks a
momentous first step in the Made-in-Manitoba Climate and Green Plan,” Squires
said. “As a province, we face many challenges related to our watershed. We need
to protect against flooding, reduce nutrient loading in our lakes and waterways,
and improve water quality for all Manitobans. Proposed measures for improving
watershed management would address these challenges while providing significant
environmental and economic benefits to Manitobans.”
Our Mission: Promoting
watershed sustainability through
awareness, linkages and
stewardship.

“Manitoba’s farmers have always been excellent stewards of the land and this
legislation would give them the unique opportunity to participate in environmental
solutions to issues facing our province,” Eichler said. “We look forward to working
with agricultural producers on protecting the valuable function of wetlands, while
still promoting land use and development.”

The sustainable watersheds act makes amendments to The Conservation Districts Act, The Manitoba Habitat
Heritage Act, The Water Protection Act and The Water Rights Act. The new proposed act would include a number
of key changes including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

new requirements that would ensure drainage projects do not result in loss of certain classes of wetlands;
modernizing drainage inspection and enforcement tools, and increasing penalties for illegal drainage;
allowing the establishment of nutrient targets to help measure water quality across jurisdictions;
changing the name of conservation districts to watershed districts;
expanding the mandate of the Manitoba Habitat Heritage Corporation to include wetland protection, mitigation
and restoration;
supporting transboundary water management for improved water quality and reduced impacts of flooding and
drought;
modifying drainage licensing processes to focus on high-impact projects; and
modernizing the Conservation Districts Program to strengthen watershed management planning and
implementation including the ability to enter into agreements with Indigenous communities.

“The International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD) commends the government of Manitoba on
the development of a much needed sustainable watersheds act,” said Dimple Roy, director, water policy, IISD.
“Now we look forward to collaborating on robust, evidence-based evaluation systems to ensure benefits for all
Manitobans, today and into the future.”
The legislation introduced would also set out a foundation to implement GRowing Outcomes in Watersheds
(GROW), which is programming for ecological goods and services that is based on the Alternative Land Use
Services (ALUS) model, Eichler said. GROW would incentivize agricultural producers and other landowners to
participate through best management practices in the areas of grassland and wetland restoration, water retention
projects, and management of riparian areas, he added.

Manitoba's Sustainable Watersheds Act continued
“Keystone Agricultural Producers (KAP) shares the goal of enhancing ecological goods and services on the
agricultural landscape,” said Dan Mazier, president of KAP. “Farmers are uniquely positioned to do this, and
with the help of GROW programming we can provide flood mitigation, carbon sequestration, nutrient capture
and habitat protection. These are benefits for all Manitobans. I am pleased this act would also include revised
drainage regulations that would reduce red tape for minor maintenance projects, but increase focus on larger
initiatives – a good balance to protect both upstream and downstream landowners. I urge other jurisdictions in
the watersheds to follow Manitoba’s lead and revisit their regulatory systems to provide better economic and
environmental protection.”
For more information, please go to: https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=42674&posted=2017-11-30

Invasive Plant Spotlight - What do you have growing in your yard?
Flowering Rush (Butomus umbellatus) a.k.a. Grassy rush or Water gladiolus
Flowering Rush is an invasive plant designated as a prohibited species in
Saskatchewan by the Ministry of Agriculture. Being designated as a prohibited
species means that landowners, both urban and rural, have a duty to control these
plants on their property due to the economic and environmental damage the plant
may cause. It is also imperative that people report their occurrences (Statutes of
Saskatchewan, 2010). Flowering Rush is a perennial riparian plant, reproducing
by both seeds and rhizomatous bulblets. It grows to about 1.5 m tall on cattaillike triangular stems. Leaves are green, sword-shaped, triangular, and spongy with
a reddish base. Flowers are pink to white in umbrella shaped clusters of 20-50
flowers. It is native to Africa, Asia and Europe and was likely introduced as an
ornamental plant or perhaps via ballast from trans-Atlantic ships.
Flowering Rush is an exotic plant that can grow as an emergent plant along
shorelines and as a submersed plant in lakes and rivers. Flowering Rush can
displace native vegetation such as wild rice and cattails thereby reducing the overall
biological diversity of an ecosystem. Flowering Rush forms dense stands that can impact water quality and
recreation (boat propellers struggle to move through thick growth). In some areas it has impeded irrigation
canal systems. Dense mats of Flowering Rush restrict the light, dissolved gases, and nutrients available to other
submerged plants. This plant is often present in wetlands along with Purple Loosestrife with Flowering Rush
dominating shallow areas and Purple Loosestrife dominating open water areas. To control this plant you can
repeatedly hand-pull or dig plants (including as much of the roots as possible) before seed production. Securely
bag dead plants to take to the landfill and to prevent spread avoid composting and minimize soil disturbance. The
plant has an extensive root system that can break into new plants if disturbed.
A recent survey has found that Flowering Rush is aggressively spreading into the South Saskatchewan River from
Alberta. The Meewasin Valley Authority’s Resource Management crew is actively monitoring for and creating
awareness on aquatic invasive species such as Flowering Rush. To combat these types of aggressive invaders,
the Early Detection Rapid Response method is paramount in coordinating with organizations like the Native
Plant Society of Saskatchewan, the Saskatchewan Invasive Species Council and the Ministry of Agriculture. The
Early Detection Rapid Response (EDRR) is a proactive approach to managing new invasive species that prevents
the establishment and the subsequent impacts of invasive species through targeted species risk assessment,
verification, containment and eradication.
This plant is regarded as one of five invasive alien plants having a major ecological impact on natural ecosystems
in Canada and is considered a high priority species for eradication in parts of Canada. Current distribution spans
southern Canada from Nova Scotia to British Columbia.
For more information on invasive species, please go to: www.abinvasives.ca.

Floating Treatment Wetlands
The University of Calgary has completed a two year
study on the effects of floating treatment wetlands (FTW)
in wastewater lagoons. The study sponsored by Alberta
Environment & Parks and Environment Canada demonstrates
that FTWs remove contaminants from wastewater facilities
in a natural and effective manner. This study focused on the
fate of phosphorus, nitrogen, organic carbon, and suspended
solids, as well as the change in water temperature, pH, and
electrical conductivity and dissolved oxygen. All of these
parameters can have a negative impact on water quality, if not
managed properly.
The floating islands create a terrestrial habitat in aquatic environments while helping purify the water in which they
float. These floating islands encourage plant growth above and below the waterline. The design allows for wetland
and terrestrial plants to grow, providing more variety of plants species to do the important work of water purification.
These islands can be used to remove nutrients and improve water quality in lakes, ponds, canals.
The technology of the floating islands mimics how natural
wetlands purify water. Through the sheer enormous surface
area of the plant root systems, floating islands provide habitat
for biofilm growth (habitat of microscopic bacteria) that do
the valuable work of purifying water. These floating treatment
wetlands remove nutrients (TN, TP), suspended solids (TSS),
metals (Zn, Cu) and excess ammonia (NH3), increasing
the availability of oxygen for other processes. Several U.S.
jurisdictions have now approved using FTW as a Stormwater
Best Management Practice (BMP). The use of floating islands
in conjunction with lake-bottom aeration below the islands
helps improve the treatment dramatically.
For more information, please go to: http://www.vitawatertech.
com/

Save the Date!!!
PFSRB is excited to let everyone know that we are in the process of planning our next conference! The conference
is set for early October 2018 and will be held in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. Information will be posted on our
website as it becomes available. Please check us out at: www.saskriverbasin.ca.

While most of Canada may not think water and Prairies go together, residents of Saskatchewan and those who
have visited the province know otherwise. The province is home to roughly 100,000 lakes, more than enough to
satisfy water and fishing enthusiasts alike.
One of the most unique lakes in the world is located in Saskatchewan – Manitou Lake, southeast of
Saskatoon. The briny water of the lake possesses natural therapeutic skin and body care properties
only found in a few other places – plus it offers impossible-to-sink buoyancy.
The second largest lake in Saskatchewan is Reindeer Lake, which is also the
ninth largest lake in Canada, and Saskatchewan’s deepest, reaching 220 m
(710 feet) at Deep Bay. Deep Bay was created by a meteorite strike some
140 million years ago.

Moopher's
Amazing
Facts

Growing the Next Generation - Caring for
our Watersheds program
Agrium Inc. understands that taking care of the world requires more than simply talking about it. It calls for
stewardship and a lighter footprint.
Caring for our Watersheds is an international program, with branches in Alberta, Manitoba, Ontario and
Saskatchewan, as well as the United States, and Argentina. It is dedicated to encouraging students to care about
the health of their local watershed and brainstorm ideas on what they can do to ensure that health. Open to all
grade 7 to 12 students who live in areas where Agrium has operations, individuals or groups of up to 4 students
are asked to research their local watershed, identify an environmental issue, and offer a realistic solution to the
question of, “What can we do to improve our watershed?”
Contest deadlines are listed below:
Central Alberta:
Southern Alberta:
Manitoba:		
Saskatchewan:

Contest entry deadline is April 11, 2018; Final competition is May 12, 2018
Contest entry deadline is March 22, 2018; Final competition is April 28, 2018
Contest entry deadline is March 9, 2018; Final competition is April 28, 2018
Contest entry deadline is March 16, 2018; Final competition is May 5, 2018

For more information please go to the website: www.caringforourwatersheds.com.

Event Listings
51st International Conference of Water Management Modeling
February 28-March 1, 2018							
https://www.icwmm.org/

Toronto, Ontario

CWRA 2018 Alberta Branch Conference
March 25 - 27, 2018								
http://www.cwra.org/en/

Red Deer, Alberta

Ontario's Water Conference & Trade Show
April 29 - May 2, 2018								
https://waterconference.owwa.ca/

Niagara Falls, Ontario

9th Annual Canadian Water Summit
June 20 - 22, 2018								
http://www.watersummit.ca/

Vancouver, British Columbia

ICID International Conference & 69th International Council Meeting						
August 12 - 17, 2018								
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
http://www.icid2018.org/
If you have an event you would like to include under our listings, please email us at
partners@saskriverbasin.ca.
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