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Manitoba Hydro 

Manitoba Hydro 

o provincial Crown 
Corporation (owned by 
the Province of 
Manitoba) 

o $2.3 billion in annual 
revenue  

o $22 billion in assets 

o 16 generating stations 

o 3 control structures 

 





Reconciliation and 
Indigenous laws 

Establishing respectful relationships also 
requires the revitalization of Indigenous law 
and legal traditions. It is important that all 
Canadians understand how traditional First 
Nations, Inuit, and Métis approaches to 
resolving conflict, repairing harm, and 
restoring relationships can inform the 
reconciliation process.  

 



Inaakonigewin 

Relationships 

Mino-bimaadiiziiwin 

Western Law 

Individualism 

Property 

Legal traditions 



Relationships 
inendiwin 

Kizhe 
Manidoo 
(Creator) Awasiiwag 

(Animals) 

Kitigaan 
(Plants) 

Giigoowag 
(Fish) 

Anishinaabeg Manidoo/ 
Aadizookaan 

(Spirit) 

Aki 
(Mother 

Earth) 

Nibi (Water) 

Bineshiiwag 
(Birds) 

Manijooshag 
(Crawlers) 





Anishinaabe inaakonigewin 

Spiritual 

Laws of 
nature 

Customary 

Human & 
Deliberative 



TRC &  UNDRIP 

The United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples is the framework for 
reconciliation at all levels and 
across all sectors of Canadian 
society.  

TRC – What We Have Learned, p.3 



UNDRIP Article 25 
 

Indigenous peoples have the right to 
maintain and strengthen their distinctive 
spiritual relationship with their 
traditionally owned or otherwise 
occupied and used lands, territories, 
waters and coastal seas and other 
resources and to uphold their 
responsibilities to future generations in 
this regard. 
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FURTHER RECOGNIZING that 
reconciliation is founded on respect 
for Indigenous nations and 
Indigenous peoples and their history, 
languages and cultures, and 
reconciliation is necessary to address 
colonization; 

 

[…] 

AND AFFIRMING that the 
Government of Manitoba is 
committed to reconciliation and will 
be guided by the calls to action of the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
and the principles set out in the 
United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples;  

 

 

GIIZHAAKONIGAADEG AWASHIME ji- 
maamiinochigeng ji-
manaajiwindwaaban bebakaan 
Anishinaabeg zhigwa miinawaa 
odaanaamiwaan, odinwewiniwaan 
dago odizhitwaawiniwaan, zhigwa 
gaye onjida ji-dazhinjigaadeg gaa-gii-
gagwe- waabishkiiwe’aawindwaa 
bebakaan Anishinaabeg;  

 

DEBWECHIGAADEG GAYE Manitoba 
akiikaan Gichi-ogimaawin onjida ji-
wiijitood maamiinochigewin ji-
biminizha’igaadeg Maamiinochigewin 
Izhichigewin odoonaakonigewiniwaan 
imaa United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
onaakonigewining ezhising;  

 
The Path to Reconciliation Act, C.C.S.M. c. R30.5 







ANI principles 

• Water has a spirit 
• We do not own water 
• Water is life 
• Water can heal 
• Women are responsible for water 
• We must respect the water 
• Water has a duality 
• Water can suffer 

 
http://chrr.info/images/stories/ANI_Gathering_
Report_-_June24.pdf 
 

http://chrr.info/images/stories/ANI_Gathering_Report_-_June24.pdf
http://chrr.info/images/stories/ANI_Gathering_Report_-_June24.pdf


Photos by: Renata Menconse  
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Declarations  

• Declarations made by nations act as a formal statement or 
announcement or an affirmation of a statement of truth 

• Declarations have been used by communities and organizations 
as a way to create principles that help guide decision making.  

• Not legally binding but they can be used as a way to affirm or 
recognize Indigenous legal principles.  

• Once declarations are recognized and affirmed by a nation, 
they then can be implemented on an individual, familial and 
communal level to help guide decision making.  



The Nibi Declaration is a way for Treaty #3 to explain the 
Anishinaabe relationship to water. The Declaration can be a 
reflection of the sacred teachings of water held by Treaty #3 
knowledge keepers/ Gitiizii m-inaanik to be shared with 
communities and those outside of the Treaty #3 Nation. It speaks 
to the sacred relationship and responsibilities that Anishinaabe 
have to water, water beings and the lakes and rivers around them. 

Once formally recognized through assembly and ceremony by 
Treaty #3, communities can use the Nibi Declaration to ensure that 
any future policy decision, or any potential development projects 
that impact water respect the collective understanding of Treaty 
#3 Anishinaabe Nibi Inaakonigewin. 



Nibi Declaration Artwork 
Danielle Morrison (Anishinaabe of 
Naoongashing)  

The artwork, done in the Woodlands style of 
Treaty #3, overall captures the essence of the 
interconnectedness between water, fish, 
animals, plants and finally, humans. There 
are two human figures, representing two 
generations and the responsibility we have 
to protect water and life for the present and 
for the next generation. The duality of these 
figures also represents the responsibility we 
have to pass along the teachings of being a 
protector. Night and day are reflected in 
both the sun and the stars. Water in various 
forms is presented in a flowing river or body 
of water, the rain, and the snow. All of this 
embodied in a single drop of water, which 
can hold life, knowledge, and memory. 



Photos: Alyssa Bird 



Waazhish’ke - Clay 



Legal Personhood & Agency 
• Whanganui River, Aotearoa (New Zealand) – Act of Parliament (2017) 

• Ganges and Yamuna Rivers (India) – High Court ruling (2017) 

• Atrato River (Colombia) - Constitutional Court (2016) 

• Colorado River – claim in Colorado District Court (USA) (Fall 2017) 

• Colombian Amazon – Colombia Supreme Court (January 2018) 

• Rights of Nature in Constitution (Ecuador) (2008) 

• Rights of Mother Earth Law (Bolivia) (2010) 

• Te Urewera (2014) 

• Bangladesh – Supreme Court (2019) 

• Lake Erie – city of Toledo vote (2019) 

• Klamath River – Yurok Tribe resolution (2019) 

• Colombian Amazon – Colombia Supreme Court (January 2018) 
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Reconciliation (TRC) 

 

… an ongoing process of establishing and 
maintaining respectful relationships. A 
critical part of this process involves 
repairing damaged trust by making 
apologies, providing individual and 
collective reparations, and following 
through with concrete actions that 
demonstrate real societal change…  

 

(TRC Executive summary at p.16) 

 



aimee.craft@uottawa.ca 
decolonizingwater.ca 
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