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The word wetland conjures up
images oftowering catiais, iy
pads andleapingfrogsandapar
of ducks skimming the surface

beforelanding wihaspash. Ad
thetisanacouraie descriptionfor

certan kinds ofwetands.
Technicaly, there arefive dass-
esowetands: bogs fers,sat

and freshwater marshes, swamps

and shalowwater. Eachdasshas
its own set of unioue characteris-
fcshutdlaredeinedasbnds
saturated by water for periods
long enoughforvegetationtotake
rootand peaty solstoform.

THEVALUE OF
WETLANDS

Historically, wetiands have had a
reputation of being spaces with
e value. However, adoser
look reveals that wetlands have

pentyioofer.

BASIN

lands and

For the human population, wet-
lends hep guard againstfioodss,

and purify water by acting asfi-

ters. Wetands across Canadaalso

provide direct economic benefits
through the harvest of marsh hay,

wild rice, cranberries, peat moss
and sphagnum moss. Incomeis
also generated from recreational
adivites that abound atwetands,

such as bird watching, hunting
andfishing. Wetlands arewon-
derful for demonstrating and
observing ecological principlesin
anatural ecosystem. Canadians
depend onwetiands and the educa-

acrossthe country.

Amastevery partof awetiand,
from the mucky bottom to the
sl surface, simporiantto

widife. Wetiands provide cru-




WETLAND
PRESERVATION

Wetlands are in trouble. Across

the prairies, up to 70% of all wet-

lands have been drained or heavily
impacted by human development.
When wetlands are drained, not
only does important waterfowl and
otherwildlife habitat disappear, a

ariical inkinthe water cyde and

the prairie ecosystemis lost.

Wetiands store water, fiter pollu-

tants and recharge groundwater
supplies. A network of wetlands
throughout the prairies is impor -

tant to maintain water Quilityand
drought years. Through the North
American Waterfowl Management
Plan, govemment and private
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existsinawetand ecosystem.

patdfanetand

wetiand.

WHATYOU @QNDo

You cangetinvolved inwetiand preservation. Here areafewideas o
help you understand and save these important ecological spaces.

w Sartaschoo projectthatdetemmines he variety offe et

w Takeahketbaweandwihyourfamlyandkeepalstafthe
widieyou see. Invesicaiethe vegetaion nsedsandhidsthetare

w Beafiendtowidie. Suppartyourlocalwidife and habiat
groups such as the Canadian Widiife Federation, Ducks Unlimited
Canadaand your local naturalist organizations.

w Hostafundraising eventto raise money to protecta hediare of

w  Leam about howwater is being used in your community. Talk to
te mayororreeveaboutthe exentofdainege thatgoesoninthe
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