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The Prairie ProvincedNater Board:
Cooperating Acros8oundaries
to Share and ProtediVater

Runoff from the eastern slopes of the Rocky Mountains is the major water supply fol
the large southern rivers of the Prairie Provinces. These rivers low eastward a¢ross
Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba to empty into the Hudson Bay.
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The ownership of the waters of a river system !owing through several jurisdictions

can give rise to water use problems because water use within one province may
impact another province.To ensure water resources are shared fairly, the Provinces

of Alberta,Saskatchewan, and Manitoba and the Government of Canada created the
Prairie Provinc&Vater Board in 1948. In 1969, the four governments changed how
Our Mission: Promoting  the Prairie Provinced/ater Board (PPWB) operated by signing the Master Agreement
Watzﬁgfgnz‘;gtﬁmﬁggg throushn Apportionmen{MAA). This Agreemenestablished an intergovernmental

stewardship. framework to manage transboundary waters. The purpose of this Agreement is

to apportion or share water equitably between the Prairie Provinces and to protect

interprovincial surface water quality and groundwater aquifers.
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The PPWB Charter outlines the vision and mission of today's intergovernmental board. The vision of the [boar
is: "effective interprovincial water management on the Prairies”. The mission of the board is to:

. ensure that interprovincial waters are protected and equitably apportioned in accordance with the
Master Agreement on Apportionment;

. providea forum for exchange of information in order to prevent or resolve conlicts; and

. promotecooperation in interprovincial water management.

A key principle of the PPWB is that the board provides a forum for parties to discuss and resolve issues hefor
conlicts arise. Decisions and recommendations of the board are made by consensus of all parties. The boar
does not have any legislative or regulatory powers. Provincial governments have the authority and !exibility
to manage water and make decisions on water allocations and thus determine how they will achieve the
commitments made under the MAA. The federal government is responsible for surface water monitoring|cost
All other costs are shared equally between the provincial and federal governments. This !exibility is one of the
reasons why the 1986 Inquiry on Fedé&kalter Policy stated that: “the most signi#cant interjurisdictional water
management arrangement in Canada is the Master Agreement on Apportionment”.

continued on next page
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Prairie ProvincesWater Board continued

Board members are senior of#cials involved in the management of water resources in the Alberta Ministr

Environment, the Saskatchewafatershed Authorityand the Manitoba Ministry dVater Stewardship and in th[r:
ees

federal Departments of Environment and Agriculture Aagid-Food. ASecretariat and three Standing Commit
(Committee on Hydrology, Committee ®vater Quality, and Committee on Groundwater) support the board
board reports its achievements annually to the Ministers that are responsible for the Agreement.

The Master Agreement on Apportionment

The main purpose of the PPWB is to administer and monitor and report on the achievements made unde
Master Agreement on ApportionmgiMAA). The MAA has #ve parts called schedules, including two bilater
apportionment agreements between the provinces and a water quality agreement. The Scheditgs¢mind
describe the role of the board and stipulate the amount and quality of water that shall pass from Alberta t
Saskatchewan and from Saskatchewan to Manitoba (see monitoring locations in the mapTiteldvgreement
also provides a mandate for the board to consider and make recommendations on transboundary ground
issues.

Sharing SurfaceWater Equitably

Under the MAA, the general rule is that Alberta

is entitled to 50 percent of the natural 'ow of an
interprovincial stream before it enters Saskatchewan;
Saskatchewan is entitled to 50 percent of the water
which enters the province from Alberta and 50 percer
the low arising within its borders. Manitoba receives t
remainderThisformula is based on !ow occurring ove
the course of a 12-month period in all eastward !owin
streams. Natural low is de#ned as the volume of !ow
that would occur if a river was not being affected by
human activity.
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Middle, Lodge and Battle Creeks are the exception
to the general formula as the Province of Alberta

is committed to deliver 75 percent of the low
across the Alberta-Saskatchewan border to facilitatg
| Saskatchewan meeting Canada's commitment to th
United States of America under the 1909 Boundary
Waters Treaty. These creeks !ow into the Milk River,
. and Canada has committed to deliver 50 percent of

Environment Canada monitors !'ow in 15 locations
along the Alberta-Saskatchewan and Saskatchewar
&= Manitoba borders. In addition, 'ows and

| meteorological conditions are measured in 118 othe

governments, municipalities, and industry. These
measurements enable the PPWB to ful#ll one of its major tasks under the MAA — keeping the parties infd
whether or not the Provinces are staying within the limits of the water sharing formula.

& natural low at the international boundary to the USA.

Flow monitoring station on Swift Current Creek ' stations maintained by Environment Canada, provincial
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Protecting Surface Water Quality

The MAA was amended in 1992 to provide a wate
guality mandate; the Board shall "foster and facilitd
interprovincial water quality management among t
parties that encourages the protection and restoral
of the aquatic environmentTo ensure protection,
the Board developed water quality objectives for 1
eastward-!owing rivers on the Alberta-Saskatche
and Saskatchewan-Manitoba borders. These
objectives determine the maximum levels of harm
compounds to protect water quality for aquatic life
agricultural uses, or drinking and recreational watg
Other objectives ensure that water quality conditio
such as pH and oxygen levels can support aquatic lifeEnvironment Canada monitoring water quality on a prairie rive
or other water uses.

Environment Canada collects water quality samples in the 11 rivers and at the Cold Lake outlet. The amounts
of sampled compounds are compared to the water quality objectives to verify that the water quality is protected
for human and agricultural uses and aquatic life. These comparisons are reported to the board to keep the par
informed of whether or not the provinces are protecting water quality at the borders. In addition, water quality

is protected as spills of toxic chemicals near the borders are reported under the Event Contingency Plan g
considered by the board for possible actions that are done by the Provinces.

Protecting Groundwater Quantity and Quality

The MAA has a statement to consider groundwater matters that have implications affecting transboundary
groundwater. Issues can be referred to the board who can make and consider recommendations. The cui
does not involve any monitoring of groundwater or determine a formula to share groundwater across prov
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borders. However, a number of PPWB projects have been done under the MAA to increase our understanding

transboundary groundwater aquifers. Moreover, the board is considering whether another Schedule coulg
to the MAA to outline the obligations and entitlements of the governments to protect transboundary aquife

Further Information

If you are interested in further information, visit our websitietgt://www.mb.ec.gc.ca/water/fa0l/index.en.hbm
contact Michele.Williamson@ec.gc.ca, (306) 780-5329.
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The face of the water, in time, became a wonderful book- a booklv| Oopher S
that was a dead language to the uneducated passenger, but whi}f\m aZ|ng
told its mind to me without reserve, delivering its most cherished
secrets as clearly as if it uttered them with a voice. And it was noEaaCtS
book to be read once and thrown aside, for it had a new story to tell

every day.
-- Maflkvain % C%Lv
Your favorite explorer /
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Caring for Our Watersheds - Saskatoon

Agrium Inc. understands that taking care of the world requires mor
than simply talking about it. It calls for stewardship and a lighter
footprint. Asa result Agrium has partnered With the Partners FOR t

Grades 7-12 students called, “Caring for Watersheds” (CFW).

CFW asks students to submit an essay proposal that answers the *
guestion, “What can you do to improve your watershed?” Either
individually or as a team they must research their local watershed,

this case the South Saskatchewan River Basin, identify an environmental concern and come up with a realist
solution. Students compete for $6,500 cash rewards and participating schools are eligible for $11,500 in|cast

rewards.

“We have experienced unbelievable success for tseyéar of this program,” said Jennifer Nelson, manager|of

the Partners FOR the Saskatchewan River Basin. “We received 46 entries for the grade 7-9 competition and

entries in the grade 10-12.”

In the oral presentation competition, the top ten entries in each category presented their project ideas to|a pa
of judges. Kysha LaPlante and Dan-Elle Kramchynski, from St. Edwards School in Saskatoon placed #fst in

grade 7-9 category for their idea to place rain barrels at all the Catholic Schools. Cydney Low from Cen

fenni

Collegiate in Saskatoon placed #rst in the grade 10-12 category with a project to increase the awareness anc

popularity of water conservation by creating a lesson plan that coincided/arithWater Day. Each of the top

placed teams won a grand prize of a $1,000 cash reward plus a matching $1,000 for their school.

Conference Listings

GeoCanada 2010
May 10-14, 2010 Glgary, AB
WWW, geocanada2010 ca

Bison on the Edge )
June 8 - 10, 2010 HBg River, SK
www.bisonstewards.ca

CWRA's 63rd Annual Conference

June 15 - 18, 2010 \ancouver, B.C.
WWW.Cwra.org

Water 2010 _

July 5 -7, 2010 Quebec City, QC

www.water2010.org

If you have an event you would like to include under our listings, please email us at partners@saskriverbasin.ca
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The River Current is published qtenly by Partners FOR
the SakatchewarRiver Basin. Articles and news items will
be considered for plibation.For further information about
Partners FOR the SastchewarRiver Basin Project, or to
submit items, please contact us.
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