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BAsIN FACTS...

w The Saskatchewan
River Basin
drains an area of
about 340,000
k m?

w The Saskatchewan
River derives its
name from the
Cree word
KISIKATCHEWAN,
meaning “swift
current”.

w The Saskatchewan

SASKATCHEWAN RIVER

BASIN

roduction

From the Rocky Mountains,
across the Praifies to Lake

Winnipeg, and ulimately draining

into Hudson Bay, the
Saskatchewan River and its trib-
uares  wind and flow across one
othelagest and most diverse
fverbasinsinNarth America.
The North Saskatchewan begins
asanicy waterfal at the foot of

the Saskatchewan Glacier in
westemn Alberta. Smaller

streams joinits flow, induding

the Brazeau and Clearwater
Rivers near Rocky Mountain
House. Gathering momentum, it
curves past Edmonton and on to
the Battlefords. Forestand park-
brdineisbanksasisipspest

Prince Albert to meet the South
Saskatchewan at the confluence
known as The Forks.

The South Saskatchewanis a

pratie iver. ftarisesfom

seven small rivers flowing from

the Great Divide in both Montana

and southem Alberta. These

rivers merge, and between the

diies of Lethbridge and Medicine

Hat, the South Saskatchewan i
appears atthe juncion of the Old

Man and Bow Rivers. After cut-

ting its way through prairie

grasslands, itwidensinto Lake
Diefenbaker, then angles north

past Saskatoon, into the parkiand

and onto The Forks. Justwestof

the Manitoba/Saskatchewan bor-

der, the river dvides into a delta

forming the Cumberland Marshes.

The main branch continues its

eastward journey through The

Pas and broadens into Cedar Lake
before rushing past Grand Rapids
nolLakeWinpeg, toorinues on

to Hudson Bay as 30% of the

Nelson River flow comes from the
Saskatchewan River.

The history of the Saskatchewan

is as dynamic as its geography.
Aboriginal peoples long followed

its curves and raced its rapids to

hunting and fishing grounds.

Henry Kelsey may have been the
firstwhite man onthe riverin

1691. Louis-Joseph (Le

Chavalier) de la Vérendrye iz
saw itin 1741 and traversed a




The Saskatchewan River Basin is
heavly  impacted by human activi-
ties. Itisaresenvorfor runoff

from milions of acres of agricul-
turallands, effluents fromindus-

tries and waste water from towns
anddiies. ltsecosystemis

changed as we take water for our
ownusesordainitoffthe land.

Land use practices throughout the
basin affect water quality and
quaniy.

Water is essential to our sunival,

butwe tend not to give it much

thought. Yet there are many con-
cems regarding waterinthe Basn,
suchaswater quiality. What kinds
of polutarts are entering the

water and from what sources? Is

the water safe to drink? Why is

algae and weed growth increasing

in some areas? How are we
impacting groundwater?

Water use is another big issue.

Are we consuming too much
water? Are we leavingenoughfor
the aquatic ecosystem to thrive?

How should we alter water alloca-

tion during drought years? Whoiis

in charge of water use?

Water is the source of power gen-
eration in many places inthe basin
andisused forooongnthenmal
generdionstations. How have
hydroelectric dams changed the

flow of water? How do power
stations impact fish and other

aguatic organisms?

Declining waterfowl numbers
across the prairie provinces has
been an issue of concem for many
years. Whatis the extent ofloss
ofwetlands? Are we continuing to
drain wetlands? Are conservation
programs working?

Although many of us take water
forganied ieinthe

Saskatchewan River Basin depends

SUCCESSSTORIES

The marshes, aquifers, creeks,

streams, lakes and rivers which

make up the Saskatchewan River

Basin have supported and influ-

enced human history and develop-
mentin the regionfor many

Oecades. Butpopuiationinaeases
andhumanaciviles have impacted
on that most precious resource -

water. Asustainable futureinthe

basin requires that we confront
dificutissuesrelaied tbouruse

dfwaierandfind souionsto both

North Raven River Habitat
1 Restoration Program:
riverbank or riparian vegetation combined
the characteristics of the streams and
increased the levels of sediment cariedin
thewater. Since 1973, therrver'strout
habiat has been rehabiitated through
cooperative action of landonners, the
Alberta govemment and many volunteers
from Trout Unlimited. Riverbank vegeta-
tion has been restored, the watercourse
narmowed to speed the flow, and the
banks fenced to keep cattie out. Erasion

Removal of

Bow River Water Quality
Council: Claseto one milion people
relyonthe BowRiver Basnforhigh quili-
tywater. With popuiation growth, the
demandsontheriverareincreasing and
there are concems about maintaining
water quality. Inresponse tothe many
water-elated challenges in the Bow River
Basin, the Bow River Water Quality
Cauda water management partnership
of siakehoders indudng specdlinerest
groups, municipal govemmens, first
ments, has been established. The
Counci's overal goal is to manage human
actvity and the use of surface and
groundwater within the Bow River Basin to
protect human health and ecological

Lake Sturgeon Survival: Slow-
3 growing  andlongrived, lake sturgeon
onceinhabited the northem partionofthe

basin from Lake Winnipeg to Edmonton.

Overthe years, its migration routes and

spawning areas have been adversely

impacted by hydroelectriic development.
Because ofthe dedineinnumbers o ts
pehsoicioddgfsh afederak poine

lake sturgeon management committee was

biitiation measures. Radictagging and
moni toring programs are undenway to ean
more abouttheelsve species. Apon-

EIM.w
A A
S \‘/. 4 \ q - _\})
o~ 43 ( s
J >\=FLAAN k 77
Rt Q <
/) N\ \ ‘\.,-r\j/7«‘ /r"’ﬂ
= 1 N 2N
/\ ’ R‘\ \| N P \\’E v /', =7
N~ Y vy
r~\ \& .
\ J / ¥,
\l e \
&
o

SASKATCHEWAN




Water Efficiency Campaign: Repap Pulp and Paper Mill:

Edmonton has adopted a communica- Athoughits mil effluentwasincom-

tion campaign to promote water efficien- plancewithwater qualty siandards, n

cy. Aimed at residential and commerdial 1989 Repap Manitoba made operational

users, the campaign is designed to obtain improvements to reduce the total sus-

a 5% reduction in water demand over pended solids and increase the dissolved

threeyears. The oediveistodelay the oxygeninismiefiert Themiadded

need for costly expansion of the water nutientfeeding toits lagoon operationto

treatment plant and to keep water rates reduce the biochemical oxygen demand of

constant. One partof the campaignisa the efiuentand improvedits mil apera-

water eficiency school education pro- tions to reduce the amount of wood fibore

gram, reaching 25,000 students each escaping from the manufacturing preeess
[ ear.-Most schools have reduced thei nothewasewater. The mil also estab

ished tighter ervironmental controls to
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and understand about the basin? Whie
researchis needed for many issues, indi-
vidual knowntedge isimportant.-Dipye
peddeinipthe mikywatersofthe river,
taking time to observe the natural beavty
and cutral history. The South

/ER BASIN

Saskatchewan flows through three ecosys-

tems and this guide, published by Partners
FOR the Saskatchewan River Basinin

South Saskatchewan River
8 Ecocanoe Guide: We mayseeit
everyday but how much do we really know

Nipawin Sewage Treatment: |
6 995,ajoint project of SaskWater,

anA era oods.ana
completed construction @
mentlagoons,

e Town of Nipawin
sewage treat-
chhasdecreased the
edentdmodidonza contamination in
the Saskatchetvan River. Summer recre-
ation users beneiitiom this higher quiaity

water. Othiercommunities with existing

reat W, fies, ke Saskaioon, ae

also upgrading. Calgary has spent$150

Water Saving Shower Heads:
Although the basin may appearrichin
water, in many locations demand for water
outstipsthe supply, espedialy indrought
weterusersintheword. Incdviduals

across the Sask-atchewan River Basin are
starting to use water conservation devices
intherhomes. Asuveyofbasinresi-

dents showed that about half of the
respondents use flow-regulating shower




PARTNERSFOR THE
SASKATCHEWAN
RIVER BASIN

Partners FOR the Saskatchewan

River Basinis a network of orga-

nizations committed to increasing
stewardship for the basin. “Our
Missionis to promote awareness,
linkages, stewardship, knowledge

and respect for the basin's

ecosystemns and heritage that wil

encourage sustainable use of the

basin's natural resources and nur-

ture cultural values” Sinceis
iniiation in 1993 the River Basin

Program has grown to include

over 100 partner organizations,
many of whom have been actively
involved in the development and
implementation of information,

education and stewardship action

projects. Partners FOR the
Saskatchewan River Basin has
incorporated and is continuing this

work as a norHorofit charitable

organization. Membership i aen
toindvduals and organizations

with an interest or mandate which

is in keeping with the Program

mission statement.

Partners FOR the Saskatchewan
River Basin is managed on behalf

of the Partner organizations by
Meewasin Valley Authority, a

river corridor conservation

agency based in Saskatoon. A
Board of Directors, comprised of
senior executives representing

river related sectorsinthe basin,
provides advice and fundraising
assistance. Alberta,
Saskatchewan and
have Provincial Working
coordinate aciviies and planning.
Policy decisions are made ona.con-
sensus bess

Manitoba each
Groupsto

Programs emphasize stewardship
by developing:
public awareness and education

tools to teach the importance
ofthe basin's biodiversity
ongoing partnerships and net-
works of  oganizaionsthat
cross poiical and sectoral
boundaries
action projects inwhich people
can participate
Examples of projects include;

§ databasesand drecoiesof
resources

8 workshops and information pro-
s

8 demonstration projects

§ education campaigns

§ teachertraining

AV ISION FOR THE
FUTURE

“Rivers are wonderful,” said a
participantin the Partners FOR the
Saskatchewan River Basin

Strategic Planning Workshop. “We
needto create rvemess curiosi-
fied issues of concem to them:

taking an ecosystem approach to

basin management, increasing the
appreciation of the resources of

te  basin, networking and soving
problems  from community to com-
munity - at a grassroots level,
understanding downstream

effects, protection of aquatic

rvers, environmental indicators

to help us understand what is hap-
pening in the system, maintaining

an adequate, reliable water supply
atreasonable cost

We challenge you to consider these
issues and the success stories
we\ve told and to create a vision

for the sustainable future of the
Saskatchewan River Basin. What
doyou see inyourareaofthe

basin? What will be the water
issuesinthenext20,500r 100
years? What actionwil be needed
now and in the future? How can

we work  togetherto proectour
aguatic ecosystem andourivel-

For More
Information

Thisfact sheetwas published
by Partners FOR te
Saskatchewan River Basin.

c/o Meewasin Valley Authority

(Managing Partner)

402 Third Avenue South

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

S7K 3G5

phone: (306) 665-6887
1-800-567-8007

B (306) 665-6117

emalil: partners@saskriver-

basnca
web: hip: / www.saskriver-
basnca
Saskatchewan
River Basin
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